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Introductory Analysis of Maus
A Quick Look at the Cover
1. This unit we will be reading non-fiction about the Holocaust, one of which is a biography about Art Spiegelman’s father entitled Maus (“mouse” in German).  Take a look at Maus’ cover page.  In addition to “Maus”, what words/phrases make up the title of the novel?

2. What do you infer this means?

3. On the inside cover page, Spiegelman has placed a quote by Adolf Hitler.  What words would you use to describe the tone of this quote?

4. Take a moment to read a few panels (boxes) on pages 5 and 6.  What do you infer the relationship between Spiegelman (the boy) and his father is like?  Explain.
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5. Consulting the examples above, describe the faces in Maus.  About how many people are being represented?  How do you know?
6. Why do you think Spiegelman drew the characters this way?  (Don’t forget to consider the topic of the novel)
7. Generally, artists of graphic novels draw their works twice the size of the eventual published product.  When the artwork is reduced by half, the resulting image is crisp and detailed.  Spiegelman drew Maus at its actual size.  Look carefully at the frames (the lines around the panels) and the gutters (the space between the frames).  What do you notice?
8. Why might Spiegelman have drawn the frames and gutters like this?  (Again, make references)
9. In graphic novel, a drawing “bleeds” if it is not placed inside a box (frame) and instead touches the edge of the page.  Look through the text.  On what page is there a “bleed”?  What is the drawing about?
10. Why might Spiegelman have drawn this particular picture as a bleed? (Consider “bleed” as a pun)

11. [image: ]

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
image1.PNG
A Quick Look at the Drawings
In Understanding Comics, Scott McCloud argues that a face drawn with great detail can represent only one
specific person, but that a face drawn with few details—a smiley face, for instance—could be almost anyone.
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Look at pages 28-31 and closely examine the different bubbles and boxes that words appear in. The graphic
novelist uses these varying shapes when he wants to change how the sentences are delivered (told by the
narrator, yelled by a character, etc.) What do you deduce each shape below means?
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