College Application Essay

Due: 

Assignment:  Write a well written response to the college application essay question of your choice.  (if you do not have an essay for your college, you should find a scholarship essay prompt to write on)
· Your essay should meet the specifications of the essay (word count, topic, etc.).  You will need to include a copy of the specific question you are responding to with your essay; a copy of this sheet does not count.

· It should have an inviting introduction (hook) and a strong conclusion which synthesizes, rather than restates, the points raised in your essay.

· Your essay should go through at least one major revision.  Revision does not mean checking grammar and spelling; revisions ask you to add/remove content, reword, re-organize, change syntax, etc.
· It must be typed, and double spaced.

· It should be free of grammatical and spelling errors.

Timeline:

· Decision on essay question + prewriting due:
· Final Draft due:  
FYI
· You must turn in drafts and prewriting along with a copy of the question.

· This counts as a major writing grade.

· Late papers will lose twenty points a day 
· Papers that are not typed and double spaced will not be accepted.
· You must include an edited rough draft with your final draft, or you will lose 10 points.   
Common Application Questions
Please write an essay (500 words minimum) on one of the options listed below. 
1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share your story
2. The lessons we take from failure can be fundamental to later success. Recount an incident or time when you experienced failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the experience? 

3. Reflect on a time when you challenged a belief or idea. What prompted you to act? Would you make the same decision again? 

4. Describe a problem you’ve solved or a problem you’d like to solve. It can be an intellectual challenge, a research query, an ethical dilemma—anything that is of personal importance, no matter the scale. Explain its significance to you and what steps you took or could be taken to identify a solution. 

5. Discuss an accomplishment or event, formal or informal that marked your transition from childhood to adulthood within your culture, community, or family. 
