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A Raisin in the Sun- Analysis and Comprehension Questions
Act 1, Scene 1:

1. Judging by the dialogue between Ruth and Walter, how would you characterize their relationship? Use textual evidence from the play to support your argument. 

2. What is unrealistic about Walter’s attitude towards life?

3. Based on the action and dialogue in the first scene, what is the central conflict in this play? Cite textual evidence for support
4. How do Mama and Walter each want to spend the insurance money? What does this reveal about each of their personalities?

5. What evidence shows Mama is a strong character in the play?

6. Look at the narration and dialogue in connection to the Younger family’s apartment. Describe it here.   Why do you think the playwright provides a carefully detailed description of the Younger apartment?

Act 1, Scene 2

7. Why is Beneatha worried about Mama’s meeting with Mr. Asagai?

8. What does the dialogue between Asagai and Beneatha reveal about Beneatha’s character?

9. What does Ruth discover about herself during Scene 2?  How does she feel about it? What is she planning to do about this situation?

10. What is Walter’s immediate reaction to Ruth’s condition? How does Mama feel about Ruth’s condition?

11. How does Mama react to Walter’s assertion that money is life?

12. Who do you think should decide how the insurance money is spent? Explain fully and support your reasoning. 

