Research Paper Rubric

	CATEGORY
	Exemplary: substantially exceeds expectations
	Good: exceeds basic expectations
	Functional:  developing; meets minimum expectations
	Unsatisfactory: undeveloped, inadequate

	
	15
	13-12
	11
	9 or less

	Quotational support
	Develops the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.  Skillfully integrates information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas and advance the thesis.  Each body paragraph has a quote to support the topic.

	Develops the topic by selecting significant facts, details, quotations, or other information and examples.  Tries to integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas and advance the thesis.  Most body paragraphs have a quote to support the topic.
	Attempts to develop the topic using facts and other information, but evidence is inaccurate, irrelevant, and/or insufficient.  Attempts to integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas and advance the thesis, but information is insufficient or irrelevant.  
	.

The position is not supported by the source materials, OR the information is not relevant.  The quote is not integrated into the writing and disrupts the flow of the essay. 

	Analysis of Information
	Sophisticated analysis of evidence is grounded in the source materials. The importance of the quote is thoroughly explained, and key words are picked out and developed. 
	Thoughtful analysis of evidence grounded in source material.  The importance of the quote is somewhat explained. 
	Limited analysis or choice of evidence grounded in source material.  The importance of the quote is skimmed over.
	Inadequate analysis or choice of evidence grounded in source material. Does not integrate information from the text. Analysis is vague or not evident.

	MLA Style
	MLA format is used accurately and consistently in the paper (parenthetical documentation).  There are 3 sources total.
	MLA format is used with minor errors in parenthetical documentation.  There are 3 sources total.
	MLA format is used but features frequent errors.  There are fewer than 3 sources used.
	Format of the document is not recognizable as MLA.


	Guidelines
	The paper strictly follows all of the guidelines given in class.  It is 3-4 pages, typed, double spaced, 12 point font, TNR, and 1 inch margins.  The student has also organized the paper into 5 sections: intro, background, happenings, influence felt in 2016, and conclusion.
	The paper follows guidelines although some aspects may be missing.  It is 3-4 pages, typed, double spaced, 12 point font, TNR, and 1 inch margins.  The student has tried to organize the paper into 5 sections: intro, background, happenings, influence felt in 2016, and conclusion.
	The paper loosely follows guidelines, and aspects are missing.  One of the five sections is missing.  
	The paper does not follow guidelines given in class.  It is missing 2 or more of the five sections given in class.



	
	10
	9-8
	7
	6

	Thesis/ Focus
	The thesis of the essay is evident, and supports the entire essay. The ideas are arranged logically to support the purpose or argument. They flow smoothly from one to another and are clearly linked to each other. The writer's central purpose or argument is readily apparent to the reader.  Reader gains important insights.
	The thesis of the essay is present, but lacks in clarity.  The reader can follow the line of reasoning.

The ideas are arranged logically to support the central purpose or argument. They are usually clearly linked to each other. For the most part, the reader can follow the line of reasoning.  The writing has a clear purpose or argument, but may sometimes digress from it. Reader gains some insights.
	The thesis is present but is unclear and does not connect to the whole essay. In general, the writing is arranged logically, although occasionally ideas fail to make sense together. The reader is fairly clear about what writer intends. The central purpose or argument is not consistently clear throughout the paper. Information supports a central purpose or argument at times. Analysis is basic or general.  Reader gains few insights.
	The thesis of the paper is not evident and or does not exist.  The writing is not logically organized. Frequently, ideas fail to make sense together. The reader cannot identify a line of reasoning and loses interest.  The purpose or argument is generally unclear. Central purpose or argument is not clearly identified. Reader is confused or may be misinformed

	Grammar, mechanics, and spelling
	Writer makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distract reader.
	Writer makes 1-4 significant errors in grammar and/or spelling that are noticeable to the reader.
	Writer makes 5-8 significant errors in grammar and/or spelling that are noticeable to the reader.
	Writer makes more than 9 significant errors in grammar and/or spelling that are noticeable to the reader.  Student makes status-marking errors

	Works Cited Page
	This page is separate from the essay and is correctly formatted to MLA standards.  Sources are in alphabetical order, hanging indents are used correctly, and there are AT LEAST 3 sources one of which is a PRINT source. 
	The page is separate from the essay and is mostly correct in MLA format.  AT LEAST 3 sources are used one of which is a PRINT source.  
	The page is separate from the essay but contains noticeable errors in the usage of MLA format.  Sources are missing and there is no print source.
	The page is not recognizable as MLA format.  Two sources or fewer are used. 

	
	5
	4
	3
	2 or less

	Use of Class Time
	The students was present in class and stayed on task every day.  The student asked questions regarding MLA style and writing techniques. 
	The student was in class and for the most part stayed on task.  They may have asked one question regarding the paper. 
	The student missed days of working on the paper in the lab.  He/she had to be told to stay on task.
	The student had to be told repeatedly to stay on task, and it was evident they did not use class time to work on the final draft of their essay. 

	Appropriate academic style
	The tone is consistently 

professional and appropriate for 

an academic research paper.
	The tone is generally professional. 

For the most part, it is appropriate 

for an academic research paper.
	The tone is not consistently 

professional or appropriate for 

an academic research paper.
	The tone is unprofessional. It is not appropriate for an 

academic research paper.


