What defines an American?
In the right column, list the subcultures to which you belong.  Leave the column to the left empty at this time.

_____
nationality
__________________________________________
_____
ethnicity
__________________________________________
_____
age
__________________________________________
_____
religion
__________________________________________
_____
gender
__________________________________________

_____
family income
__________________________________________

_____
family structure
__________________________________________

_____
where do you live?
__________________________________________

_____
urban-suburban-rural
__________________________________________

_____
music genre
__________________________________________

_____
sports
__________________________________________

_____
organizations
__________________________________________

_____
hobbies
__________________________________________

After you have completed the right column, use the left column to note: 
– using a * star – the five subcultures you feel have influenced you the most.  

– using a √ check – five subcultures to which you currently identify most strongly. 
When done with your 5 stars and 5checks, are they amongst the same 3 subcultures?

Write and Discuss:

Do three subcultures alone adequately define who you are?
What does this say about what it means to be American?
What is the American Identity?

How will this shape our understanding of American Literature?
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